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hat an amazing 50 years! I sometimes try 
to imagine the excitement the founders felt 

when the first ideas of Fairfield Bay came to mind - starting 
a planned community from scratch, carving it out of the 
mountainous Ozarks and somehow convincing people to 
leave the places they have lived all their lives and relocate 
to the rural forest of Arkansas. 

Even from the beginning, citizens came together as a family; 
creating golf courses, a marina, parks, pools, tennis courts 
and establishing a way of life that was beyond compare.

It was not always rosy here, but even through the rough times of recession, bankruptcy, 
tornadoes and other natural disasters, the citizens never lost the vision that was started 
so long ago. We took these hard times, and through the hard work of leadership and the 
countless hours of the volunteerism our residents are known for, Fairfield Bay pulled itself 
up to become an even stronger, more focused city than before.

In 2011, the Community Club invested in a new marketing program and also received a 
significant grant that allowed us to repair and reopen the Conference Center in 2013. 
The Bay was BACK! Today Fairfield Bay is once again seeing improvements in our economic 
indicators and enjoying positive momentum. Our citizens remain dedicated to our city and 
are willing to invest their talents and labor to make us even more successful. The rewards 
and recognitions have been abundant: the City of Distinction award for ‘Quality of Life’ and 
‘Green Initiative’ and Volunteer Community of the Year as well as being ranked the Safest 
City in Arkansas speak volumes about the core values we embrace. 2016 has gotten off 
to an amazing start, as we were awarded the coveted Henry Award for Tourism. People 
discover Fairfield Bay in many different ways, but they come back again and again 
because our community delivers on a memorable and wonderful experience.

Although I am one of many, it has been my honor and a privilege to serve the great people 
who live and visit Fairfield Bay. We are stewards of a very special place and are blessed to 
call it home. Here’s to the next 50 years!

Fairfield Bay has seen more than 3 generations of families in these first 50 years. Of those, 
each played a part in the history. It is impossible to name everyone.  We wish to thank 
all those who came before - General Managers, Mayors, City Leadership and countless 
volunteers for continuing the vision of Fairfield Bay - a place we are all proud to call home.

–– Paul Wellenberger, Mayor 
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Fairfield Bay started as a 
dream in the mind of a young 
Dartmouth graduate named 
George Jacobus, who, along 
with his fellow Air Force 
buddy Neil Simonson were 
in the housing development 
business in Ft. Smith, Arkansas. 
George dreamed of building 
a resort/retirement community 
to accommodate the growing 
number of retirees. His dream 
foresaw the resort on a body 
of water, in a quiet wooded 
area somewhere in North 
Arkansas. 

George asked a retired cotton buyer by the name of C.M. 
Owen, also living in Fort Smith, to search for his dream 
resort. C.M. learned through the Mayor of Cave City that 
Nebraska Tie and Timber owned large tracts of timber land 
along the shores of a new Greers Ferry Lake that had been 
formed by the Greers Ferry Dam of the Little Red River that 
had been built near Heber Springs in 1960 (dedicated by 
President John F. Kennedy in 1963). The Nebraska Tie and 
Timber Company had been harvesting railroad ties and 
bridge pilings from its property, but with the demise of the 
Missouri and North Arkansas railroad than ran through 
Shirley, Edgemont and Heber Springs, they were ready to 
sell their timber company. 

C.M., the Mayor of Cave City, and the Nebraska Tie and 
Timber company salesman from Heber Springs by the name 
of Tom Williams toured the dirt roads on the North Shore of 
Greers Ferry Lake until they came to a rocky point located 
behind the Racquet Club. 

C.M declared “This is it,” took an option on the land and 
called George to come take a look. George was in East 
Texas but flew back, took a look and immediately decided to 
buy what is now Fairfield Bay.
 
George Jacobus and Neil Simonson were the first 
partners in the company that was later to become Fairfield 
Communities, Inc. A Fort Smith lawyer named Randolph 
Warner later joined them to handle the legal side of the new 

company. C.M. was asked 
to become a salesman (a 
second career) to assist in 
the development of the new 
company. 

In 1967, the mobile homes 
were brought in to house 
prospective property 
purchasers. The first 
permanent installation was the 
marina; then came the Wild 
Boar Restaurant and the early 
construction of the homes in 
the area between Lynn Creek 
and the lake. 

Reverend Sam Harper bought the first house built by the new 
company. As the development grew, salesmen, surveyors 
and support personnel were added. Some of these early 
pioneers were Bill Knight, Clofus Bradford, Bill Vowell, Ralph 
Canino and Bill Tice. 

Sales in those days ranged from unbuildable lots that 
sold for $89 to finished homes. The major attractions that 
convinced visitors to buy lots were the marina with its 
access to fishing and boating sports and the quiet beautiful 
woodland near or overlooking the lake. 

In those days of selling lots, Ina Owen always kept a cooked 
ham, extra bread and other foodstuff on hand because 
C.M. always said, “It’s hard to sell lots to a hungry client.” 
Ina kept the clients well fed. These early property owners 
fulfilled the dreams of George Jacobus to establish a resort/
retirement community near a lake in the heart of the north 
Arkansas woodlands. 

With the growth of a new company and increasing sales 
of lots north of Lynn Creek, the sales office was moved to a 
building occupied by the Indian Hills Country Club in the 
Indian Hills subdivision. Shortly thereafter, the mall buildings 
were constructed. The center of Fairfield Communities 
activities became the mall area.  In 1980, FCI headquarters 
moved to Little Rock.

The Dream Begins
“The Beginning of Fairfield Bay”

Memorandum of Discussion with 
Mrs. Ina Owen, August 4, 1993

The Founders of Fairfield Bay: 
C. Randolf Warner, Neil Simonson, George “Jake” Jacobus.
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Greers Ferry Lake Dam
In 1963, John F. Kennedy came to dedicate the Greers Ferry Lake 
Dam, built on the Little Red River by the Army Corps of Engineers, 
effectively creating Greers Ferry Lake. Built for flood control as 
well as power generation, the dam is a popular site for fishing 
and water recreation.

Fairfield Bay is Born
In 1965, 4000 acres of land on the north shore of Greers Ferry 
Lake was purchased from the Nebraska Tie and Lumber company 
by C.M. Owen on behalf of Fairfield Bay’s founders Neil 
Simonson, George “Jake” Jacobus and C. Randolph Warner.  
From the top of the hill now in the Chelsea Glade area, the lake 
could be seen for 15 miles in either direction. Right there on the 
crest of the hill, Fairfield Bay was conceived. The purchased land 
was surveyed and divided into lots. The name “Fairfield Bay” 
came to be because George Jacobus believed “Fairfield” would 
sound nice to people and was a popular name back East. All 
three founders wanted “Bay.”

Information Center Opens 
A visitor information center was constructed at the intersection of 
Highways 330 and 16. It opened shortly thereafter, providing a 
place for prospective residents to gather information about the up 
and coming city. It would also soon house the executive offices of 
the Fairfield Land Company and the Wild Boar Restaurant.

The New Marina Makes a Splash
In January 1966 the marina was built, and Fairfield Bay was on 
its way to becoming one of the most popular resort / retirement 
communities in Arkansas. The marina opened with 12 slips and a 
gas dock, and provided an ideal place for residents and visitors 
to come and enjoy a variety of water sports and activities.

     6/1/1965 - Information center in converted service station at the corner 

of Hwy 330 & Hwy 16 opened        6/1/1965 - Land purchased from Nebraska 

Tie and Lumber Company by C.M. Owens on behalf of founders C. Randolph 

Warner, Neil Simonson and George Jacobus        1/1/1966 -Fairfield Bay 

Marina was built        7/26/1966 - First Fairfield Bay plat recorded in Van 

Buren County (Lakeview)

Fairfield Bay Under Construction
In 1966, development of Fairfield Bay started with the clearing of 
land and surveying of lots to put on the market. Fairfield Bay was 
on its way to becoming one of the most popular resort/retirement 
communities in Arkansas.

First Fairfield Bay Residents
Sam and Vessa Harper came to the Bay in December of 1966 and 
purchased the first lot sold in Fairfield Bay from C.M. Owen, the 
man who found and purchased the first property for the investors. 
They built their retirement home in August of 1967 on Owen 
Circle, on the crystal clear Greers Ferry Lake - itself only four years 
old - becoming the first permanent residents. They were soon 
joined by others seeking the peaceful surroundings and woodland 
hills on the north shores of Greers Ferry Lake.

Guest Lodging for 
Prospective Buyers
1967 to 1969 saw the development of the Towne Center, located 
just outside the marina entrance. In 1969, the housing and sales 
building was constructed just east of the Wild Boar Restaurant to 
relieve pressure on the Information Center. The bulk of vacation 
guest lodging was constructed nearby at the top of the hill. 300 
mobile homes were set in place, along with infrastructure to 
support a growing population such as a sewer plant and several 
miles of roads. The improvements enabled the young development 
to expand more rapidly.  

Wild Boar Restaurant Opens
In July 1967, the Wild Boar Restaurant opened its doors and 
quickly became known as one of Fairfield Bay’s most recognized 
landmarks. For many, the Wild Boar served as the first contact with 
Fairfield Bay. It provided a family-friendly atmosphere and served 
as a hub for the social activity in the Bay, hosting events, parties 
and meetings of all types.

1967-691963-1966       2/1/1967 - Sam and Vessa Harper of Little Rock became first Fairfield

Bay residents (Owen Circle)         10/15/1968 - 10 homes in various

stages of construction         10/31/1968 - 15 roads completed

      12/1/1968 - Fairfield Bay News tagline, “Community with a plan

in a variety vacation land”
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1970Early 
Marketing

The Sights and Sounds of 
Fairfield Bay
From 1967 to 1969, several sales promotions launched. The 
Sights and Sounds of Fairfield Bay was an advertising mail out of 
a record produced by EvaTone on a 7” clear thin plastic “Flexi-
Disc” that played on 33 1/3 RPM on a standard record player. 
“Your Space in the Sun” included a hi-fi stereo recording and long-
play album.  The movie ‘Come Away to Fairfield Bay’ depicted a 
typical family’s visit to Fairfield Bay and the wonderful, enticing 
sights and sounds they encounter during their visit.

Dreamstakes 77
In 1977, one of the big promotions was “Dreamstakes 77.” You 
too could win – simply by introducing some you know to Fairfield 
Bay. Send a friend or two to The Bay and let your friends see for 
themselves all the wonderful facilities The Bay has to offer. And 
wow… win up to $35,000 in gifts and prizes, $1,000 cash, or 
a kitchen appliance package. How about a completely outfitted 
fishing boat or C.B. Base Station with two mobile units, Golf Card 
with complete set of clubs, bag cover and balls. 

BH&G Top Family Resort
May 1989, Better Homes and Gardens introduced Fairfield Bay 
in its Travel America section, as one its “Top 50 Favorite Family 
Resorts.” Fairfield Bay was the only Arkansas resort named in the 
article. “A truly great family resort that provides lots of activities, 
rain or shine and a hassle-free atmosphere that lets you really 
relax.” 

What the Marketing Brings? 
Selecting a Home site 
As new roads were cut and improvements made to the property, 
the main expansion continued from what was then known as the 
“Towne Center.” New property was opened up for lot sales toward 
Hwy. 16 and new subdivisions were selling fast, with homes 
springing up everywhere as the company got more and more into 
home construction. 

      12/1/1967 - “Sights and Sounds of Fairfield Bay” promotion began   

        4/1/1969 - "Treat Yourself to the Good Life" promotion began    

        5/1/1969 - “Great Change of Place” promotion began        8/1/1969 - 

"Your Space in the Sun" promotion began        11/1/1969 - "Your Space in the 

Sun" stereo album released 

Design and Construction of Indian 
Hills Golf Course Underway
In February 1970, renowned golf course architect Leon Howard of 
Austin, Texas, was contracted to design Indian Hills Golf Course, 
a breathtaking 18 hole course nestled in the landscape of Fairfield 
Bay. The 6,442 yard layout utilized the natural terrain of the 
area, creating a rewarding and challenging golf experience for 
amateur and experienced golfers alike.  While the basic layout of 
the course has remained intact, significant improvements in recent 
years have made the Indian Hills course as striking to the eye as it 
is challenging to the golfer.  

Mens and Ladies Golf Club
The Mens Golf Club was formed on August 15, 1974. On March 
5th of the following year, the Ladies Golf Club was organized with 
28 members. Both groups have been instrumental in hosting a 
variety of tournaments throughout the years. In the mid-80’s many 
local non-profit organizations began fund raising tournaments at 
Indian Hills. The Shriner’s tournament and the Rotary tournament 
have brought in many celebrities and athletes from different sports 
teams such as the Arkansas Razorbacks, Kansas City Royals, New 
York Yankees and Chicago Bears. Many local news celebrities 
helped in promoting and playing in our events as well. Other 
tournaments hosted by Indian Hills include the Arkansas State PGA 
Tournament and the Walter Hagen Memorial Tournament.

Indian Hills Pro Shop
In 1998, a large pavilion was constructed next to the golf shop, 
funded by member donations and money from special events. It 
holds approximately 100 people and is ideal for tournaments and 
outings. The pro-shop was remodeled in 2010 to better showcase 
and offer golfing apparel and equipment. Knowlegable golf pros 
are on hand to help golfers at all skill levels.

       2/1/1970 - Architect Leon Howard of Austin, TX contracted to design 

Indian Hills Golf Course          4/1/1970 - New sales division established, 

with offices located above the Wild Boar  Restaurant        6/1/1970 - New 

beauty shop and nursery school opened        8/1/1970 - First ambulance and 

emergency rescue came to the bay         10/1/1970 - Nature trails that lead 

to top of Sugar Loaf Mountain officially designated as one of the 29 trails in the 

National Trails System
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In 1966, just three years after the dedication of the dam, 
Fairfield Bay Marina began operation under the direction of 
Mr. Dick Bailey. The facility had 12 slips and a gas dock. It was 
a huge success. In 1969, the Scuba Shop opened to 
accommodate the area divers. In 1970, the number of slips had 
reached 33 with a waiting list. By 1975, the number of boat 
slips had reached 124, with 102 leased on a yearly basis for 
$120 per year. From its humble beginnings, today (2016) the 
marina has grown to 396 slips, a rental fleet, a Veteran’s 
Barge, an expanded retail outlet and Captain Bailey’s Grub 
Hub - a snack shack named in Dick Bailey’s honor.

A catastrophic tornado in 1984 partially destroyed the marina. 
Of the existing slips, 66 were upended. The straight-
line winds caused extensive damage in the area. 
The Middle Fork River flowed backwards, and the 
Edgemont Bridge and Fairfield Bay water system were 
totally destroyed. A new facility was constructed and 
dedicated in June 1986, beginning a new era. The 
facility was more than just boat slips and gas docks - 
it became a full service marina with an expanded 
retail center.

Fairfield Bay Queen
1976 heralded the arrival of the “Queen,” a 32-foot 
houseboat, ideal for lake cruises. The Queen served visitors and 
residents faithfully until she was replaced by the Belle of the Bay 
in 2003. The Belle, a 40-foot Catamaran, cruises the lake on a 
regular basis giving guests a scenic view of Greers Ferry Lake 
and, for the curious, a brief history.

State Record Walleye Caught 
1982 was a record year for the facility in terms of lake level and 
fish caught. During the annual Walleye Fishing Tournament the 
state record walleye, 22 pounds 11 ounces, was reeled in. The 
record still stands today.

The Old Burger Barge
Just in time for Memorial Day 1987, local volunteers completed 
construction of a 32 x 52 foot floating platform dubbed the 
“party barge.” Visitors and residents enjoyed many sunset 
and kabob cruises until the barge was decommissioned. The 
“Veteran’s Barge” was put into service in 2015.

FairFielD Bay marinagreers Ferry lake

1938 Flood Control Act
The flow of the Little Red River was uncontrolled during the first 
half of the twentieth century, resulting in almost yearly flooding 
downstream. In 1938, Congress passed the Flood Control Act, 
and engineers began surveying the White River basin where five 
dams would eventually be built – Greers Ferry Dam being the 
last in 1962. Construction of the dam required the relocation of 
families on the bottomland and at least four communities were 
submerged.

Greers Ferry Dam Dedication
Greers Ferry Dam, named after a family ferry operation (William 
“Bud” Greer) on the Little Red River near the dam site, was 
dedicated on October 3, 1963 by President John F. Kennedy, in 
what would be one of his last major public appearances before 
his assassination. Some 10,000 Arkansans were present to 
witness history. “It serves as an example,” Kennedy said, “to the 
rest of the country of what we want to do to make it possible for 
those who come after us to have a better life.”

Life on the Lake
Ranked among the cleanest, clearest and most pristine lakes in 
North America, Greers Ferry Lake offers spectacular views and 
water adventures for all ages. Fairfield Bay offers one of the first 
(and largest) marinas on the Lake. Swim and fish the private 
coves or kayak/canoe to a sandy shore. Better yet, take the 
Sugar Loaf Shuttle and hike Arkansas’ only Mountain Island Trail.

2013 – 50th Anniversary 
Dedication
Held at the JFK overlook just north of the dam, President Bill 
Clinton made remarks from the same podium used 50 years 
earlier by JFK in his dedication of Greers Ferry Dam. 
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BoarD oF DirecTors

The governance oF FairFielD Bay, ar The residents of Fairfield Bay would like to thank the following 
Community Club Board and City Council members 

for their hours of tireless service to our great city.

JoAnn Abrams
Carol Anderson
Einar Anderson
Roy Baker
William A. Baker* 
Ted Bek
Robert Berdine*
Gene Berghorn*
Robert Bland
Terry Blankenship
Gerrit Blok
Dewey Boelter
Jack Bracy
George Bruen*
Carlene Barra*
Fred Cruise*
Bonnie Darnall*
Fred Deitemeyer
George Donovan
Pat Ellis
Rex Ennis*
Calvin Everett
Fred Frick
Len Gallagher

Toby Glyde
Nick Gray*
Hugh Green
Frances Grillot
Clay Gring*
Ray Gunderson
Lynn Harshbarger
Richard Henderson
Dan Hennessey
Harold Hippe
Art Hughes
George H. Jacobus*
Jim Johnsen*
Carter Johnson
Dean Jorgensen
Margeret Kann
Keith Kuhlman*
Doug Landry
Charles Lang*
Tom Lang*
Dick Leitner
Jo Anne Lochowitz
Joel Luck

Dick Lumsden
Richard Lynge
Anne Martin
Robert McBride*
Wills McCleery
Martha McConnaha
John McIntosh*
Cotton Meacham*
Allene C. Meadors
Dwayne Miller*
Lacey Mitchell
Brian Moore
Ron Neesan
Tom Noll
Harold O’Dell
Robert Otis
Jean Otto*
Jim Payne*
Marsh Potter
Linda Pratt
Jim Preston
Gordon Radke
John Rex*

J. Edward Roberts*
Rupert Robertson
Norbert Rumps*
Robert Rybicki
Lois Sancho
Harry Schuemann
Ken Schuette*
Robert Schuhr
Ken Sharp
Jerry Short
Neil T. Simonson
Dewitt Smith
Greg Smith
Richard Stratton
V.A. Volz*
William R. Vowell
Bud Ward
C. Randolph Warner
Patsy Weidanz*
Randy Williamson*
Keith Wingad
Fred Wise
David Workman

The Fairfield Bay Community Club, Inc. (FFBCC) was 
incorporated in August 1967. The original Declaration of 
Covenants and Restrictions (DC&R) were adopted by the 
developer, Fairfield Communities, Inc. (FCI), on April 15, 1970. 
These two documents grant the FFBCC the authority to collect dues 
and provide the funds necessary to maintain common properties, 
which were deemed to the FFBCC by FCI. It was the intention of 
FCI that the FFBCC would be the sole governing body of Fairfield 
Bay. 

On January 23, 1970, the Fairfield Bay Permanent Resident 
Property Owners Association was formed. The purpose of 
the PRPOA was to provide an effective and proper means of 
communication with the officials of the Fairfield Development 
company in dealing with matters of mutual parties. 

Through the FFBCC election of 1991, the FFBCC Board nominated 
candidates to the Board and FCI cast ballots for the lots they 
owned in support of these nominations. FCI, in its role as 
developer, had a dominant position on the board up to this time. 

In 1993, members approved a revision to the DC&R and the by-
laws previously agreed to by FCI, effectively ending FCI’s vote in 
FFBCC elections.  The Fairfield Bay Community Club continues in 
its role of maintaining the common properties of Fairfield Bay and 
the other interests of its members. 

The FFBCC served as the governing body for Fairfield Bay 
until July 29, 1993 when the City of Fairfield Bay was formed, 
providing additional operating funds for the community. On 
November 6, 1993 the first officials for the City of Fairfield Bay 
were elected and sworn in on November 12, 1993. 

Other departments under the governance of the City include: 
 Animal Control & Shelter
 Board of Zoning Adjustments
 Building Official
 Economic Development
 Fire Department
 Police Department
 Rescue (EMT)
 Parks & Recreation
 Planning & Zoning

Through the hard work of its elected officials, the vision of George 
Jacobus, Neil Simonson and C. Randolph Warner continues to be 
realized. The contributions of these citizens have paved the way 
for Fairfield Bay to continue its growth for decades to come. 

ciTy council memBers

Larry Ardnt
Elizabeth Beach
George Bruen
Howard Buer
Kenneth Carlson
Paul Carter
Larry Castro
Ken Conner

Art Deller
Mike Downard
Bill Duncan*
Linda Duncan   
John Foster 
Louis Freeman
Mary Graf
Kenneth Kjelgaard

Sharon Luxon 
Richard Meraz
Paul Muller*
Joseph Nelson
Rosie Ostronic-Owen
Robert Otis 
Clarence Radford

Scott Ramsey
Erling Rasmussen
Tom Schueren*
Doyle Scroggins
Jenny Shamburger
Fred Stearns*
Paul Wellenberger*  

*Denotes Community Club President

*Denotes City of Fairfield Bay Mayor



10 11

1973-19741971-1972

Old Towne Center
As more people flocked to Fairfield Bay, the need was evident 
to have a center for residents to shop.  In 1972, the Old Towne 
Center,  located across from the Wild Boar Restaurant, became 
a beehive of local activity. Many businesses such as gift shops, 
barber and beauty shops, a doctor’s office, pharmacy and nursery 
services filled the area. 

Civic Center
In May 1972, the Fairfield Bay Civic Center was added to the 
growing facilities of the Bay. Located in the mobile home area, 
it not only was a recreation building and auditorium for plays, 
programs, breakfasts and dinners, but several area churches used 
the building for Sunday services until their respective sanctuaries 
could be built. It also served as the city’s fire station.  The fire 
trucks, stored on site, were moved out on Sunday mornings to 
make room for the churches parishioners. 

Family Activities 
The Towne Center was filled with families that came to check out 
the new lake resort. The miniature golf course, playground and 
petting zoo entertained the children while the parents toured the 
community seeking a home site. The riding stables were 
located in the valley down by Lynn Creek, where guests could take  
 trail rides and the little ones rode the ponies.   
 Of course a day would not be complete without  
 a visit to the lake to swim.

Recreation in Fairfield Bay
In Fairfield Bay’s early days, most recreational activities took place 
in the Old Towne Center. As the town grew and daily activities 
moved toward the Lakewood Mall area, a city park was created 
nearby. Woodland Mead Park was built so that families would 
have a place to come and play and just enjoy the outdoors. It was 
always easy to get a group together to play basketball, volleyball, 
or badminton. An 18 hole miniature golf course was built, winding 
its way through the trees. 

Because the miniature golf was so popular, a second 18-hole 
course was built. The Harris Cup certified course offers several 
putting challenges with elevated greens, colorful landscaping and 
water obstacles.

Expansion of Disc Golf
In 2015, Fairfield Bay built a 9-hole disc golf course. The course 
winds through the woods, with one of the more challenging holes 
set into a nearby rock. The course continues through Woodland 
Mead Park, and ends in nearby Ed Leamon Park. 

Pavilion
Nestled into the trees near the back of Woodland Mead Park is the 
park’s pavilion. It is an excellent place for families to host reunions, 
churches to host picnics, and for families to get together for 
cookouts. Often times, groups will get together to reminisce about 
the good old days, and share stories of how blessed they are to 
have landed in a paradise such as Fairfield Bay.

Farmer’s Market 
The community farmer’s market is the place for fresh fruits and 
vegetables in the summer. Only in Fairfield Bay could you pick out 
your produce and pay by putting your money in a box hung on a 
tree. 

       4/1/1973 - Fairfield Bay Library started with 100 books      

        4/27/1973 - Fairfield Bay Medical Clinic and pharmacy opened in 

the Towne Center (near marina)        8/15/1973 -Indian Hills Golf Course 

dedicated          8/15/1973 - First volunteer fire department formed   

        7/22/1974 - Fairfield Bay Bank opened        8/15/1974 - Mens Golf 

Club was formed         9/30/1974 - Fairfield Bay Sugarloafers Square Dance 

Club formed

        5/15/1971 - Miniature golf course constructed adjacent to the 

recreation center        1/15/1972 - Fairfield Bay Press began operation in 

Little Rock (first color edition)         1/31/1972 - Bay Information Center 

opened (current site of Indian Hills Complex)          4/27/1972 - New 

pharmacy and medical clinic dedicated          4/1/1972 - New Fairfield Bay 

entrance on Hwy. 16          6/1/1972 - Racquet Club Pool opened          

        11/10/1972 - Fairfield Bay Community Club held its first formal 

meeting          12/1/1972 - Lakewood Hills Condos under construction 
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Public 
Works hisTory in The Bay

The Old Log Cabin
The historic Old Log Cabin was built in the mid 1800’s under 
The Homestead act of 1862. The original homestead was located 
near Sugar Loaf Mountain Island but was moved when The Corps 
of Engineers purchased the land for Greers Ferry Lake. The cabin 
has 1850’s era furnishings, including a rope bed, a yarn winder, a 
working loom, cabbage slicers and other items used by early settlers. 
When it first opened, the Old Log Cabin operated as a craft store. 

The Log Cabin Museum 
The Log Cabin Museum opened in1976 and houses 
permanent and changing exhibits of historical pieces from 
arrowheads (found near Indian Rock Cave and vicinity) to a treadle 
sewing machine. Quilts fill one display case – all from 
local residents. In 2015, a peace pipe was found dating back 
to the 1600’s. 

Indian Rock House Cave 
Indian Rock Houses are popular in the Ozarks, but the Fairfield 
Bay Rock House Cave is truly unique - one of the largest in the 
state at approximately 100 feet across, 50 feet high and 97 feet 
deep. On the National Historic Registry, it’s noted that De Soto 
visited the Indians here in 1542 while seeking the Fountain of 
Youth. The petroglyphs in the cave tell of an encampment spot 
500 feet from the cave entrance for tribes of the Quapaw and 
Osage Indian nations.

Totem Poles
Fairfield Bay showcases three totem poles standing 20-30’ high. Each 
is hand-carved out of native Arkansas Red Cedar. The first and tallest is 
at the Fairfield Bay entrance in Ho Wa Park and tells the history of 
Fairfield Bay – from the ancient mammoth to the bald eagle. The second 
is the American Totem Pole, at the Log Cabin Museum, presented on July 
4, 1992 by Woodcarvers Unlimited Club (FFB area) to commemorate 
the 200th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence 
– showing the Hands of the Creator, to the Bill of Rights, Liberty Bell and 
the Constitution. The third is the Indian Rock Village Totem Pole, adjacent 
to the Pow Wow Park. It was dedicated in October 1993 in honor of the 
Good Samaritan Society (then owners/operators of IRV) depicting the 
Good Samaritan holding the robbed and beaten man whom he found 
by the side of the road. The pole was a 1½ year effort of one local 
woodcarver.

Early History
In the earliest days of Fairfield Bay, the Engineering and 
Construction department built roads, installed sewer systems, 
landscaped, maintained vehicles and buildings, managed 
wastewater and was responsible for other infrastructure necessary 
to build and support a growing community. There were two fulltime
survey crews, and jobs such as the Mall built later in the 80’s
were subcontracted out.

Utilities Building Constructed 
The original Engineering and Construction office was located 
in a building behind the Wild Boar Restaurant at the corner of 
Highway 330 and Greenwood Road. In 1975, the offices were 
moved to where the current Post Office is now located, with the 
construction and maintenance yards located nearby. The current 
Utilities building was built in 1977 and was enlarged in 1992 to 
include additional office space and wastewater lab.

New Departments Created
In 1987, Wastewater separated from Engineering and became 
its own department. In 1993, the Engineering and Construction 
departments were restructured. The staff was reduced from 43 to 
17, and the departments of Engineering and Construction and 
Maintenance were combined to create what is now the Utilities 
Department (Public Works and Wastewater).

Fairfield Bay Utilities Today
In its latest incarnation, Public Works is involved in road 
maintenance, trash service, vehicle maintenance and facilities 
maintenance around the Bay. Wastewater maintains four 
treatment plants, fifteen lift stations, 27+miles of pressure sewer 
lines, 20+ miles of gravity sewer, 500+ grinder pumps and an 
onsite laboratory which runs wastewater samples for EPA NPDES 
reporting.

      1966 - Roads, sewer, houses and condominiums built in newly founded 

Fairfield Bay        1975 - Offices moved to what is now the post office    

       1975 - Systems similar to Fairfield Glade incorporated         1977 - 

Current Utilities building built         1987 - Wastewater became a separate 

department        1992 - Utilities building expanded to include wastewater lab     

       1993 - Wastewater and Development departments merged into current 

Public Works and Wastewater departments
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Tennis
Center

Construction of Tennis Center 
In the early 1970’s, tennis was a very popular sport. To add to 
the growing list of amenities the new city had to offer, the first two 
tennis courts were built adjacent to the newly constructed Racquet 
Club. The following year, two more courts were added, and in 
1976 courts five through ten were built. The facility was always 
busy with resort guests playing tennis in the mornings, relaxing by 
the pool and eating in the clubhouse at night. Many visitors rarely 
left the facility because it was such a hub of excitement and fun. 
In 1978, Tennis Magazine listed the resort as one of the top 50 
tennis resorts in the country.

The John Newcombe Tennis Center
In 1975, Fairfield Bay christened the tennis facility “The John 
Newcombe Tennis Center,” named for three time Wimbledon 
Champion and two time U.S. Open winner John Newcombe. Mr. 
Newcombe visited the facility twice a year hosting tennis camps 
and clinics for residents, resort guests and visitors from surrounding 
areas. The John Newcombe brand apparel and equipment was 
sold in the tennis pro shop, and the tennis pros on staff held daily 
tennis clinics centered around the John Newcombe concept of 
tennis.

Tournaments and Events
In 1985, the facility was renamed “The Fairfield Bay Tennis 
Center,” and was quickly becoming the ideal place for 
tournaments and other tennis related events. In 1986, the world’s 
largest mixed doubles event took place, with 165 teams from 
several states. Other tourneys included State and District Junior 
Tournaments. Fairfield Bay received many accolades about the 
facility. One of the highest was given by the Arkansas Tennis 
Association, whose members always referred to the Fairfield Bay 
tournaments as the best in Arkansas.

Current Tennis Center
Today, the Fairfield Bay Tennis Center is still a thriving center of 
activity. Residents and visitors can often be seen playing mixed 
doubles or receiving lessons from the on-site tennis pros. 

       1971 - Construction of first two tennis courts began next to the newly 

built Racquet Club        1972 - Two additional courts constructed     

       1975 - The John Newcombe Tennis Center opened       1976 - Courts 

5-10 were added to the center        1985 - Center renamed Fairfield Bay 

Tennis Center

Racquet Club Construction 
and Early Years
Built in 1971, The Racquet Club quickly became known as the 
center of entertainment in Fairfield Bay. Constructed at one of 
the highest elevations in Fairfield Bay, the Racquet Club offered 
spectacular views of Sugar Loaf Mountain, a beautiful swimming 
pool, tennis courts and a restaurant and club that became a hub 
of activity. Many weekends would find throngs of people listening 
to music, eating in the restaurant, dancing the night away to 
renowned bands and enjoying visiting with neighbors as well as 
resort guests. It was 
a happy time!

Notable Visitors
During the mid to late 1970’s, several well known politicians 
visited Fairfield Bay during their respective campaigns. In 1976, 
a young Bill Clinton, then campaigning to be Arkansas’ next 
Attorney General, visited and addressed the residents – the first 
of several occasions on which he would visit. In 1979, Texas 
Governor John Connelly, wounded during the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy, would make a stop at the Racquet Club during 
his Presidential campaign.

Devastating Loss
On September 5, 2014, the Bay View Club (formerly the Racquet 
Club) was destroyed in an early morning blaze, bringing an end 
to an era. Residents gathered helplessly to watch the community’s 
emergency response teams try unsuccessfully to save the building. 
Stories of ‘the glory days of the Bay’ circulated among the 
residents, along with a vow to rebuild – bigger and better. 

Cool Pool Cafe Opens
In May 2015, Fairfield Bay held the Grand Opening of the Cool 
Pool Cafe. There was music, dancing, food and laughter once 
again! Thanks to the dedication and efforts of many people as 
well as blessings of good weather during construction, the Cool 
Pool opened on Memorial Day weekend to the delight of Fairfield 
Bay residents. The family-friendly atmosphere and still spectacular 
views offer new generations of Fairfield Bay residents and visitors 
opportunities to make lasting memories of the good life.

        1971 - The Racquet Club opened        1976 - Bill Clinton visited 

during his Arkansas Attorney General campaign        1979 - Presidential 

candidate John Connally visited during his campaign         2014 - Bay View 

Club destroyed by fire            2015 - Cool Pool Cafe opened

Racquet 
Club
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1977

Lakewood Mall 
In July 1977, the Lakewood Mall was created and soon became a 
center of activity. The new business district was moved away from 
the Towne Center and Information Center. The Mall area consisted 
of three buildings, housing a pharmacy, general store, barber and 
beauty shop, post office and laundromat. Soon after, the library 
and the administrative offices moved into the complex. A fourth 
building was completed in November 1978, and building five 
was completed in 1980. Lakewood Mall has hosted many events 
throughout the years including holiday parades, the 20th and 25th 
Anniversaries of the City and the 100th Anniversary of the State 
of Arkansas. In recent years, the community has come together 
to reinvent the area. Volunteers have dedicated countless hours 
of cleanup and landscaping in an effort to dress up the area and 
attract visitors. 

Chamber of Commerce
The Fairfield Bay Chamber of Commerce has played a vital role 
in the economic growth of our city, and through the years, has 
sponsored many events in the Bay, including hot air balloon races 
and “Yard of the Month” awards to residents in Fairfield Bay. 
In recent years, the Chamber hosted annual events that include 
antique car shows, cookie and soup cook- offs, Business After 
Hours and the Welcome Wagon for new neighbors in the Bay. The 
Chamber also partners with many of the amenities for events like 
the Annual Easter Egg hunt and the July 4th Parade and activities. 
50 years after its founding in 1966, the Chamber remains a vital 
organization of Fairfield Bay, promoting the continued growth of 
business in the Bay.

Ed Leamon Park
In the early days of Fairfield Bay, the wives of the Sales Division 
came together to form the Garden Club. The ladies were 
instrumental in taking on many projects to enhance the lifestyle in 
the Bay. One of their first projects was the creation of Ed Leamon 
Park Memorial Arboretum created from an open field along Dave 
Creek Parkway and dedicated on May 29, 1977. Beginning with 
the planting of a single tree, the park has grown into one of the 
most beautiful features of Fairfield Bay. In 2000, the Van Buren 
County Master Gardeners were given stewardship of the park. The 
park currently is home to a waterfall feature and a path that leads 
visitors through rose gardens, butterfly gardens and so much more. 
The Grass Roots Cabin in the park is often used for gardening 
classes and clinics.

Police Department
In the early days of Fairfield Bay, the Security Department acted as 
police and manned a guard shack at the Indian Hills Entrance. 
They welcomed visitors into the Bay, gave directions and were 
sometimes the first friendly face seen in the city. In 1990, the 
Security Department grew to become what is now known as the 
Fairfield Bay Police Department. Officers were deputized by Van 
Buren County. Today, Fairfield Bay Police consists of a Chief of 
Police and 8 reserve officers. The first female officer was 
welcomed on the force in 2016.

Because of the long hours of service and tireless commitment 
to community safety, Fairfield Bay was named by 
onlyinyourstate.com as the Safest Place to Live in Arkansas 
in 2015. 

Emergency Medical Services
By 1975, Fairfield Bay had grown into a thriving city. Because 
safety of the citizens was a core value, leaders called for a new 
emergency medical team to form. The residents raised funds to 
purchase an old ambulance in late 1979. In 1980, a second unit 
was added. A group of eleven volunteers accepted the challenge, 
and the Fairfield Bay EMS began. The group was trained in every 
task and soon were called upon by citizens in need. The first call 
for the new service was a young mother in labor who required 
transport to the hospital. 

In the beginning, the Rescue Service was a department within the 
Fairfield Bay Community Club. Today, the service is governed 
by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Fairfield Bay. The 
service now consists of 45–50 highly trained volunteers who, 
much like the original 11 members, have a strong desire to 
provide excellent pre-hospital care to the residents of the Fairfield 
Bay area.

Fire Department
The early days of fire protection in Fairfield Bay was that every 
resident have at least 100 feet of garden hose, or enough to 
take care of their own property. Thankfully, in 1971 steps were 
taken to establish a volunteer fire department. Seventeen volunteers 
stepped forward and the first Fairfield Bay Volunteer Fire 
Department was born. Today, there are 
27 volunteers in the department. In 2016, 
the Fire Apparatus Bond was passed, and 
three identical fire trucks were purchased. 
The first truck was put into service in 
February 2016, and the remaining two 
are expected to arrive in August, 2016.

DeparTmenT oF puBlic saFeTy

Our volunteers spend an enormous amount of time in 
training. They are a dedicated group of men and women 

who care deeply about their community and its well 
being. The service they provide is priceless.

        3/20/1977 - First tree planted in Ed Leamon Arboretum   

         4/23/1977 - AARP organized with 150 charter members    

         5/15/1977 - EMT organized        5/29/1977 - Ed Leamon Park 

dedicated        7/1977 - Lakewood Mall Opened 
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1978 conFerence cenTer

Early Days of Indian Hills
What once was the check-in site for the Fairfield Communities 
Sales office became the Indian Hills Country Club on August 30, 
1978. Approximately 800 residents attended the “Remember 
the Member” celebration, and were invited to tour the newly 
remodeled building. Renovations included a lounge with 
fireplace, a game room, a large meeting room, a restaurant, and 
a bar called “The 19th Hole.” 

The Blue Room
The $4 dinner specials in the Blue Room were very popular, 
as crowds of guests would snake through the lobby, waiting 
for tables to become available. Live music was offered on most 
weekends, and guests were encouraged to come listen and 
dance. In addition to dinner and music, the Blue Room also 
hosted live theater productions from local theater groups. Events 
included productions of “Arsenic and Old Lace,” “On Golden 
Pond” and “Steel Magnolias.”

Indian Hills Today
Renamed the Indian Hills Golf Complex, the facility is now multi-
functional. In 2014, the building was renovated once again to 
accomodate the City and Community Club offices as well as 
offices for the Fairfield Bay News. The other half of the building 
complex is used for meeting rooms and is home to The Little Red, 
Fairfield Bay’s signature restaurant. The resort hosts many golf 
tournaments annually and is still a thriving facility in Fairfield Bay. 

       3/1/1978 - Fairfield Bay Volunteer Rescue Team formed  

         5/30/1978 - First voting took place         6/1/1978 - Groundbreaking 

for Lakewood Mall         8/17/1978 - Conference Center dedicated  

        8/30/1978 - New Country Club opened  
Early Days
In 1978, Fairfield Bay was an active resort community with a 
thriving Conference Center. This center was used as the community 
gathering place as well as a sought after location for conferences, 
meetings, events, and banquets. Residents and resort guests 
enjoyed the indoor pool and gym, and countless weekends 
were spent listening to music and dancing the night away at 
“Whispers,” the on-site bar.

Governor’s Day
On September 5, 1980, then Governor Bill Clinton made his 
second of several trips to Fairfield Bay, as the town celebrated 
the Second Annual Governor’s Day. Governor Clinton was 
the guest speaker, and addressed a crowd of more than 300 
people concerning several political issues of the day. He listened 
patiently, addressing questions from the audience, and afterwards 
mingled with the crowds; shaking hands, visiting, and enjoying 
refreshments. After the Governor’s speech, he was presented with 
a key to the city.

Conference Center Resurgency
In 2001, the facility was closed. The building sat empty for 
eleven years and became in need of extensive repairs. On June 
15, 2011, the building's owner donated the building to the city, 
and thanks to two large grants from the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission, and the US Department of Commerce 
Economic Development Association, the renovations on the center 
were started in October, 2012. Though the majority of renovations 
were done by professional contractors, numerous citizens of 
Fairfield Bay volunteered thousands of hours. In addition, all 
monies needed to replace furnishings and all needed equipment 
came from donations. UA in Mountain Home assisted
with materials used to develop a fund raising program, which 
helped to raise over $208,000.00.

The Conference Center Today
On October 12, 2013, the Conference and Visitor Center held 
its Grand Opening, realizing a goal that Fairfield Bay would 
have a community center that offered family-valued social and 
cultural events for all of Fairfield Bay and the surrounding areas. 
The conference center is now home to Our Towne Performing 
Arts Center, the North Central Arkansas Foundation for Art and 
Education, and the North Central Arkansas Art Gallery. 
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      3/3/1979 - Fairfield Bay News became a weekly publication   

       4/23/1979 - Construction began on Mountain Ranch Golf Course  

       8/20/1979 - Garden Club organized        10/15/1979 - Second 

Octoberfest celebrated at the Conference Center        12/12/1979 - KFFB was 

assigned 106.3 by the FCC

1980-19831979

Mountain Ranch Golf Course 
Renowned architect Edmund Ault’s talent turned an area of an 
old cattle ranch of rolling lands into a challenging 6,780 yard 
masterpiece. The long awaited front nine holes completed in the 
summer of 1982, officially opening on July 9. The back nine 
opened the following year, and Mountain Ranch became one of 
two championship golf courses in Fairfield Bay. The Mountain 
Ranch Country Club and Pro Shop opened in May, 1984. 
Mountain Ranch was named top golf resort by Golf Magazine 
and remains a premier course on the Natural State Golf Trail. 

Fairfield Bay News
In August 1967, the first issue of the Fairfield Bay News was 
released and published as a monthly newsletter that kept the 
membership up to date on the growth of Fairfield Bay. The first 
issue featured the opening of the Wild Boar Restaurant and 
discussed road construction which was paced on site sales and 
home building activities. In 1979, The Fairfield Bay News became 
a weekly publication at just 10 cents per copy. On January 5, 
1972, FCI opened its new Fairfield Press in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
The new modern facility was proud to have the first three sheet fed 
four color press in the state.  Supporting the press was a complete 
direct mailing department with capabilities of inserting, addressing 
and posting. 

Weather station 
In February 1978, a weather station reporting weather for 
the Greers Ferry Lake / Little Red River area began reporting 
from Fairfield Bay. The information was placed on the National 
Weather Service Wire four times a day. In addition, the Fairfield 
Bay weather was used as part of the regular weather reports 
on Little Rock KATV Channel 11, with the area featured on the 
weather map. 

KFFB
On December 12, 1979, the FCC Broadcast Bureau assigned 
106.3 to the Bay as its first FM channel. KFFB signed on the air 
with beautiful music. In 1990, KFFB became a regional station 
and changed frequencies to KFFB 106.1, with a tower at 879.26 
feet above average terrain or 1,980 feet above sea level. In 2004 
KFFB began streaming on the internet and now reaches over 40 
counties in north central Arkansas playing the biggest hits of the 
past 60 years.

Timesharing Comes to 
Fairfield Bay
In 1980, timesharing was a relatively new concept for vacationers 
and home buyers. Fairfield Bay adopted the idea of timeshares, 
and visitors and resort guests were introduced to a new way to 
enjoy vacationing in the Bay. In 2001, FCI declared bankruptcy, 
and all timeshare units and unsold lots were acquired by Cendant, 
which in turn would later become part of Wyndham Worldwide.

Wild Boar Lost to Fire
On February 11, 1981, The Wild Boar, the place that had seen so 
many changes since the very beginning of Fairfield Bay, was almost 
completely destroyed by fire, causing many long-time Bay residents 
to feel an almost personal loss. Thirty fire fighters battled the blaze 
in sub-freezing temperatures for four hours until it was under control. 
The Wild Boar was not just a restaurant; it was, for many, their first 
contact with the Bay, and had become a hub of social activity. As 
the first building constructed by the FCI, the building had become 
a landmark for the area. In addition to the Wild Boar, two other 
businesses, Kadolph’s Homemade Candy Store and the Hit ‘n Run 
Convenience Store occupied the building, and were also destroyed.

FCI Shares on New York 
Stock Exchange
February 20th 1981, the New York Stock Exchange traded 
1,425,936 shares of Fairfield Communities, Inc (FCI), the parent 
company of Fairfield Bay, Inc. Other FCI communities were Fairfield 
Glade in TN, Fairfield Harbour, and Fairfield Moutains in NC. 

Fairfield Lanes
On April 15, 1981, the new Fairfield Lanes bowling alley opened. 
The new 6 lane facility offered a fun alternative for those wanting 
to spend some time indoors. Today, the newly remodeled facility 
includes a large game room, electronic games, pool tables and a 
snack bar. 

        4/15/1980 - John Newcombe Tennis Center opened       11/5/1980 - 

Timeshare concept came to Fairfield Bay       2/11/1981 - Wild Boar burned    

        4/15/1981 - Fairfield Lanes opened        5/7/1983 - Spring Festival 

(rainy as usual) attended by 500-600 people
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19861984-1985

Fairfield Bay Homes Destroyed 
On March 15, 1984, a devastating tornado ripped through 
Fairfield Bay killing 4, injuring many and destroying homes, 
businesses and boat docks. The tornado left a path of destruction 
that would resonate with residents of Cleburne and Van Buren 
Counties for months to come. 

Edgemont Bridge Slammed 
by Tornado
The quarter mile Edgemont Bridge, built by the Army Corps of 
Engineers in the early 1960s prior to the formation of Greers Ferry 
Lake, was lifted from its piers and dumped into the lake effectively 
destroying the transportation route between Shirley/Fairfield Bay 
to Greers Ferry.

Hwy 16 Connection Ferry
To alleviate congestion and as a temporary fix, the Corps of 
Engineers thought a military-style swing bridge could be utilized. 
However, due to the possibility of larger recreation vehicles using 
the pontoon bridge as well as costs to maintain a pontoon bridge, 
the use of a ferry was determined the best solution until the bridge 
could be reconstructed. Thankfully, an underwater inspection 
showed the existing supports were still structurally sound and could 
be used for the new bridge.

Edgemont Bridge
Because of the hard work of The Carter Company, a local 
contractor, and the state highway department, the new bridge 
(slightly longer than the old bridge and 8 feet wider) was opened 
for traffic on June 26, 1985 - a full 11 months ahead of schedule. 
The new bridge cost an estimated $5 million, paid with Federal 
funds. Formal dedication ceremonies were held on July 5, 1985.

       3/15/1984 - Tornado struck Fairfield Bay and destroyed Edgemont 

Bridge         5/1/1984 - Mountain Ranch Country Club opened (next 9 

holes under construction)         5/14/1984 - Ferry Service from Fairfield Bay 

to Greers Ferry  began       5/17/1985 - Groundbreaking on Lion's Club 

building           6/15/1985 - Summerhill Condo construction began 

          6/26/1985 - Edgemont Bridge reopened

20th Anniversary Celebration
A week of special events was held to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the founding of Fairfield Bay. Activities each day 
centered around a big blue and white tent at the Lakewood Village 
Mall. The grand day of feast and merriment to mark the official 
day of celebration kicked off on August 2nd with an old fashioned 
barbecue. The Dixieland Band from the University of Central 
Arkansas at Conway provided entertainment.  

Parade Celebration 
Following was a big parade with the Founding fathers, early 
residents and employees riding in the parade through Lakewood 
Village Mall with floats, marching bands, equestrian units, clowns, 
antique cars and beauty queens. 

Cake Cutting Ceremony 
Senator Dale Bumpers attended and helped with the cutting of a 
massive birthday cake for 400 people. The actual birthday week 
was kicked off on Saturday evening with a big costumed street 
dance featuring popular local band, Full House Band. The next 
evening, an Ozark Musical was performed. Monday was All 
Clubs Day with 34 various clubs and organizations participating. 
The big hit of the week was the old-fashioned camp meeting and 
gospel-singing jubilee. Another crowd pleaser was the watermelon-
eating contest on Wednesday evening, with entertainment by 
the Bay Ramblers. A political rally was held on Thursday. Friday 
evening the tent was filled with the sounds of amateur folk 
musicians from around the area. Everyone came together to pull 
off a “heck of a week.”

Easter Sunrise Service 
at Indian Rock Cave
The annual Easter Sunrise Service was held at Indian Rock House 
Cave for many glorious years. Unfortunately, after a few years 
of inclement weather, the Service was discontinued. In honor 
of the 50th Anniversary, this special community Easter Sunrise 
Service was once again held on March 27, 2016. More than 125 
worshipers happily attended a sunny 51-degree spring morning 
service.

        3/2/1986 - Wear and Share grand opening        3/23/1986 - Easter 

and Parade, Spring Festival and Holy Week         5/6/1986 - New Marina 

building replaced 20-year-old Marina         6/7/1986 - Fairfield Bay 20th 

Birthday       6/21/1986 - New Marina dedication 
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1994-19951987-1993

Vision of a New Program
In 1985, Fairfield Bay residents Harold and Sigrid Hippe began 
a recycling program in Fairfield Bay. Their vision was shared 
with the Fairfield Bay Lions Club who were already collecting 
newspaper and cans to be recycled. The Hippes and the Lions 
Club combined their efforts, and the recycling program began. 

Evolution of the Recycle Center
In 1995, the Van Buren County Recycle Center was built and the 
Hippe Recycle Center became a sub-station serving the eastern 
part of Van Buren County, as well as several cities in Cleburne 
County. With the addition of the education program, the site has 
evolved into a full service recycle location. Hippe Recycle Center 
accepts many categories of recyclables including cardboard, 
paper, plastics, aluminum and steel cans, shredded paper, books 
and magazines and, for a small fee, e-waste. Volunteers are 
always on hand and are happy to help answer questions and offer 
tours of the facility.

Accolades & Awards
The Hippe Recycle Center has been the recipient of many well-
deserved awards including the 2014 Statewide Recycling Award, 
the 2014 ARC Recycling Education Program of the Year and the 
2015 Arkansas City of Distinction Green Initiatives. Also in 2015, 
the University of Arkansas Extension Service named the center 
Project of the Year for the Van Buren County Master Gardeners. 
The garden supports the goal of educating visitors about all types 
of recycling, which in turn positively impacts our environment. 
The park features informational signs along the central pathway, 
highlighting different types of recycling. There are examples of 
solar energy, a rain barrel and a windmill that help drive the 
message home. The Master Gardener Program is part of the 
University of Arkansas County Extension Service and has a mission 
to “…provide special areas of beauty for public enjoyment.” The 
Education Park is an excellent example of Fairfield Bay’s Van 
Buren County Master Gardeners in action!

        6/7/1994 - Tourism achievements began as Greers Ferry Lake named 

Arkansas Attraction         8/25/1994 - Fairfield Bay Ladies Auxiliary 4513 

District 6 won National Drill Team Competition       10/20/1994 - Wal-Mart 

donated $18,000 to Fairfield Bay for new recycling center        12/1/1994 - 

Fairfield Bay Baptist Health Center opened        9/22/1995 - Fairfield Bay 

nominated for 1994 Volunteer Community of the Year

Good Samaritan 
Indian Rock Village 
In 1987, city leaders recognized the need for a continuing care 
facility in Fairfield Bay. Fairfield Communities, Inc. donated land 
along Dave Creek Parkway, and plans were underway for the 
Good Samaritan Indian Rock Village facility. Buttons and yellow 
streamers declaring “Give if you Care” appeared all over town, 
as the first of several fund raising drives began. Over $40,000 of 
seed money was raised to fund preparations for construction. Plans 
for the 44 apartments constructed around a central community 
area and adjacent 55 bed nursing home facility were shared 
in February, 1988, and construction began in January of the 
following year.

In January 1990, Good Samaritan Indian Rock Village welcomed 
its first residents and became Fairfield Bay’s first and only 
continuing care facility. Today, it is a full-service retirement center 
that offers independent living, assisted living and  skilled nursing 
care. Residents enjoy art classes, holiday festivals, talent shows 
and beauty pageants for the residents. The state-of-the-art facility 
has far surpassed the expectation of those who believed it was 
necessary and continues to be a thriving part of Fairfield Bay.

Fairfield Bay 25th Anniversary
In May 1991, a three day festival was held to commemorate the 
25th anniversary of Fairfield Bay. Festivities included a parade 
through the Village Mall, a special program honoring the early 
pioneers, a fish fry, a boat parade, street dance, arts and crafts 
show and a cake cutting ceremony complete with a cake big 
enough to feed 1000 people.

The celebrations continued throughout the year with several events 
held through the summer months. The July 4th activities were 
held over a four day period. The annual Water Festival, held 
on the second weekend in August, hosted fun events such as ski 
shows, arts and crafts fairs, rodeos, parades, and an antique car 
show. Fairfield Bay truly rolled out the red carpet for everyone, 
celebrating the 25th year of “Someplace Pretty Special.”

      5/23/1987 - New Party Barge for Marina completed         1/1990 - Good

 Samaritan Indian Rock Village opened        11/1/1990 - Lynn Creek 

Wasterwater plant completed        5/1991 - Fairfield Bay celebrateed 25th 

anniversary         10/17/1993 - More than 1,200 people attended Oktoberfest 
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2000-20021996-1999        5/10/2000 - Arkansas Tourist Information Center guests visited

Fairfield Bay         5/10/2000 - Veteran's Monument dedication         

        5/31/2000 - Little Theatre celebrated 25 years        5/31/2000 - 

Memorial Pole project completed at Bay Center       9/3/2000 - Fairfield 

Bay Library opened at current location       8/1/2001 - Hart Center Fitness 

Facility under construction (Opened 1/15/2002)

Horseback Riding in the Bay
On March 4, 1998, local family-owned business The Red River 
Ranch Livery Stables opened, offering horseback riding activities 
for residents, timeshare visitors and tourists of every level of 
horsemanship. Guides led fifteen well-trained horses and riders 
on trail rides through breathtaking scenery. Many families took 
advantage of this unique activity, creating special memories that 
would last a lifetime.

Fairfield Bay Real Estate
In 1970, FCI established Bay Realty, a new house sales division. 
The sales office was located above the Wild Boar Restaurant in 
the Information Center building. Bay Realty played a significant 
role in introducing prospective residents to the Bay, showing all the 
beauty it had to offer. As of 2016, the four real estate companies 
in Fairfield Bay are Bay Realty, Goodwin and Herman Associates, 
Tice Realty and RE/MAX on the Bay. These companies are 
continuing the vision of bringing families to the Bay.

Fairfield Bay Knoll
Atop the grassy knoll on Dave Creek Parkway, the shrubbery was 
sheared in the words of Fairfield Bay. The land, then owned by 
FCI, was deeded to the Fairfield Bay Community Club in 1998. 
Soon after, development plans were underway to construct a 
building for the Community Club, City of Fairfield Bay, Chamber 
of Commerce and the Fairfield Bay News offices. In 2014, these 
offices moved into the newly remodeled Country Club building. 
In 2015, the the original offices on Dave Creek Parkway became 
home to the Ozark Health Medical Clinic. 

Fairfield Bay Senior Center
In 1999 the City of Fairfield Bay received grant funds to build 
the Senior Center, which quickly became a centerpiece of the 
community. The center promotes healthy aging and well-being of 
our senior citizens by involving them in recreational and social 
activities. The Fairfield Bay Senior Center hosts daily lunches, 
computer use, and friendly conversation. You may even find a 
dance partner at the Friday Night Dance held every other Friday. 

       9/15/1997 - Fairfield Bay Pharmacy opened         3/4/1998 - Red River 

Ranch Livery Stables opened        3/27/1998 - Real estate company Goodwin 

and Herman Real Estate opened        12/23/1998 - Ground breaking on new 

Community Club offices on Dave Creek        2/13/1999 - Construction started 

on the Senior Center

Early Library 
In 1973, the Ladies Club of Fairfield Bay began the Fairfield Bay 
Library with a small collection of about 100 books. In 1975, 
the library became a branch of the Faulkner-Van Buren County 
Library system, a catalyst for strong future growth and receipt of 
many more books. From its earliest days, the library has relied 
on volunteers. And today, the spirit of volunteerism exists in the 
smiling faces who greet you as soon as you walk in the door.

The Library 2016
Today, this community library happily engages residents and 
visitors of all ages. In its current location since 2000, the library 
is known for its wonderful displays of artifacts and collectibles, as 
well as artwork from the North Central Arkansas’ Artists League 
(NCAAL), DVD’s and public computers. 

Hart Center
The community of Fairfield Bay recognized the health and well 
being of its residents was paramount. In the summer of 2001, 
construction began for a state-of-the-art fitness facility. On January 
15, 2002, the 23,000 square foot Hart Center opened its doors to 
the delight of many.

Full Fitness Center
The facility offers a wide variety of fitness equipment, weights, an 
indoor Olympic size swimming pool, hot tub and sauna, a walking 
trail and an abundance of health and fitness classes. Indoor 
basketball and pickle ball courts are enjoyed daily by residents 
as well as guests. Physical therapy and massage therapy are also 
available. The Hart Center truly is the center al all things FITNESS.

on the Bay

TICE 

REALTY
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2006-20112003-2005

Offshore Super Series
The first World Class Offshore Powerboat Races on Greers Ferry 
Lake were held on April 21 and 22, 2007. Over 40 race teams, 
several hundred crew members and their families set up in a Race 
Village at the Van Buren County Fairgrounds on Arkansas 16 in 
Clinton. Funds raised by sponsoring the Offshore Super Series 
(OSS) Races benefited education scholarships and charitable 
organizations within the lake area. 

New Agreement with Wyndham 
and Chesapeake Energy
The Fairfield Bay Community Club and the City of Fairfield Bay 
reached a financial agreement with Wyndham Resorts and 
Chesapeake Energy. The agreement was to encompass an 
amendment to the Community Club Covenants and Restrictions to 
remove the ban on drilling activities in Fairfield Bay. In return, the 
Community Club would receive $1.5M over the next five years and 
share two percent of the royalty on production. 

Community Education Center
In 2009, an idea that a Community Education Center would be 
a perfect addition to Fairfield Bay’s growing list of amenities was 
presented. A vacant building in the Fairfield Bay Mall area was 
located.  The building’s owner worked with the city to create 
an environment for visitors and residents to learn and create. In 
association with Arkansas State University and Arkansas Career 
Learning Center, the Fairfield Bay Community Education Center 
opened on September 6, 2011. The Education Center is a 
cornerstone of the Fairfield Bay Mall area. Local residents and 
Wyndham guests alike can always find something to see, do and 
learn. 

The Education Center exists due to the generosity of area 
businesses, local residents and clubs. The first classes offered in 
2011 were Conversational Spanish and Microsoft Word. Today, 
many of the instructors are local residents, teaching classes such 
as jewelry making, oil painting, photography, and basic computer 
classes. Several home school groups, area schools, and local 
businesses also use the facility as a meeting place for continuing 
education classes such as GED, Defensive Driving and investment / 
money management.

Keep Arkansas Beautiful
On May 12, 2004, Fairfield Bay was honored by the Keep 
Arkansas Beautiful Commission at a luncheon in Hot Springs. 
The Bay also received the Meritorious Achievement Award as 
Community of the Year. The award is given for litter prevention 
and control, recycling and waste reduction and beautification and 
community improvement. 

Lions Amphitheatre
Constructed largely by volunteers, with funds given by a trust, 
The Lions Amphitheater at Woodland Mead Park was constructed 
in November, 2005. With seating for 120, the outdoor theater 
is used for outdoor meetings, outdoor concerts, summer youth 
reading programs and other activities. During the summer, outdoor 
movies prove to be a favorite for residents and guests.

The Cliffs
On April 19th, 2006, Fairfield Bay was again honored for 
“Restoring the Beauty of the Cliff.” The Cliff on Greers Ferry Lake 
is accessible by both land and water and is a popular spot to 
picnic and swim. On weekends during the boating season, it is not 
uncommon to see kids enjoying the summertime thrill of jumping 
from the cliffs into Greers Ferry Lake. In 2005, nine volunteers 
spent approximately 24 hours and removed 28 bags of litter and 
debris and 10 bags of recyclables from the Cliff, ensuring that the 
area can safely be enjoyed by visitors of all ages. 

Arteban House and Gardens 
The Arteban House and Gardens were located on 6.5 acres on 
Dave Creek Parkway. The house, designed by E. Fay Jones, who 
was an apprentice to Frank Lloyd Wright, was used by its owners 
as a spiritual retreat for their guests and visitors.  The grounds 
featured a water feature, a walking path through immaculate 
manicured gardens, outdoor amphitheater, and private seating 
area by the lake. A 42’ diameter Walking in Circles – Arteban 
House and Gardens Labyrinth was added to the property in 
February, 2006. Although the home burned in January 2014, the 
beauty of the grounds is still visible today.  

       2/19/2003 - Belle of the Bay launched          5/12/2004 - Fairfield Bay 

honored by Keep Arkansas Beautiful        10/13/2004 - DPS Ground 

breaking         2/8/2005 - Arteban House constructed        11/20/2005 - 

Lions Amphitheatre at Woodland Mead Park constructed           11/30/2005 
- Storms ripped through Fairfield Bay, causing heavy damage to the marina

       1/18/2006 - Tice Realty opened        4/21/2007 - Offshore Super 

Series boat races held at the Marina        4/1/2008 - Bay View Club Pool 

renovations began         4/1/2009 - First Storyfest in the Bay held      

        5/13/2009 - Fairfield Bay Community Club agreement with Wyndham 

and Chesapeake  signed          9/1/2009 - RE/MAX on the Bay opened           

        9/22/2010 - Marina Breakwater constructed         9/6/2011 - Fairfield 

Bay Community Education Center opened
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Marketing Resurgence
It had been more than a decade since any formal marketing 
had taken place. On June 14, 2012 new FFB branding, logo, 
marketing strategies and advertising campaign were unveiled 
by Taylor Mack Advertising to a packed Fairfield Room at Indian 
Hills Country Club. Six months in the development, the marketing 
resurgence began with research - community focus groups (93 
people participated) and surveys (62% of residents responded), 
yielding strategic insight that lead to five key and unique FFB 
attributes: Natural Beauty, Lifestyle, Safety, Value and Community, 
along with five key marketing pillars of strategy.  Taylor Mack 
Advertising also presented the new campaign “Someday starts 
today in Fairfield Bay.” 
 

Thong Tree Signage 
Back before GPS, the Native Americans used trees to mark 
directions to water, shelter and hunting grounds. Thong trees, also 
called trail marker trees or signal trees, have been found in 39 
states and Canada. The “Thong’ was a forked branch that was 
used to form the contoured shape in saplings. The Indian Thong 
Tree at Woodland Mead Park has been officially authenticated by 
the Mountain Stewards of Georgia. There are many more in our 
area. 

USEDA Invests in Fairfield Bay 
In September of 2012, the United States Economic Development 
Administration invested $1.1 million to renovate the Fairfield Bay 
Conference Center, and complete area infrastructure vital to attract 
business and tourism into the area. The completion of the project 
was instrumental for Fairfield Bay to create significant opportunities 
for jobs in tourism, marketing, and retail fields, as well as 
encourage new businesses and industries to locate and remain in 
the city. 

Fairfield Bay Receives Rural 
Community Grant
On October 25, 2012 Governor Mike Beebe and Department 
of Rural Services Interim Director Stephanie Neipling presented 
$178,934.34 to 19 rural communities selected for Fiscal Year 
2013 Cycle 1 funding through the Arkansas Rural Community 
grant Program, held at the State Capitol in the Governor’s 
Conference Room. The Fairfield Bay Fire Department was awarded 
$8,125 to purchase 25 sets of lightweight Wildland turnout gear.

        4/21/2012 - Third annual StoryFest held         6/14/2012 - New 

brand celebration and marketing resurgence  established         9/9/2012 – 

USEDA grant awarded to Fairfield Bay - Conference Center         10/2012 - 

Fairfield Bay Fire Department awarded Rural Community Grant
Trail Development 
Fairfield Bay is a city made for hiking. The lush landscape, and 
remnants of roads initially designed for neighborhoods were ideal 
for the development of a trail system that is second to none. There 
are trails for hikers of all skill levels, and each provide unique 
features, such as waterfalls, caves, and rock formations.

Indian Rock House Cave Trail 
This trail begins by taking the steps down on the left side of the 
Old Log Cabin and returns on the right side. This path leads to 
Indian Rock House Cave where De Soto visited the Indians in 
1542 while seeking the Fountain of youth. The path continues 
along the Indian Hills Golf Course, rising and returning along 
beautiful bluffs. Scenery, boulders and coves can be explored and 
enjoyed by all ages. 

Sugar Loaf Trail
There are a few historic hiking trails in Fairfield Bay, but there’s 
nothing quite like the total experience you take in when deciding 
to hike Sugar Loaf Mountain. One of the nation’s first historic 
scenic trails, hikers find themselves literally blazing down a path 
that is a piece of history. The rocks forming the mountain are more 
than 300 million years old. The two trails you can explore are the 
Terrace Trail, and the Mule Trail. The 1.6 mile Terrace Trail rounds 
from the base of the shore and climbs up to the bluff line and goes 
around the island. The Mule Trail tees from the terrace trail, climbs 
to the top and bisects the level dome of the mountain, offering 
spectacular views from the .5 miles across the dome.

Rambling Cove Trail
On March 27, 2015, the Rambling Cove Fitness Trail, located 
near the entrance to the Fairfield Bay Marina, opened, thanks 
to numerous work hours by community volunteers, and a grant 
awarded to Fairfield Bay from The Blue and You Foundation, a 
charitable foundation established and funded by the Arkansas 
Blue Cross Blue Shield. The .25 mile Rambling Cove trail is 
specifically designed with no more than 5% slope, making it 
easily accessible to all, and has a serpentine path through 
gorgeous woods at the marina entrance. The grant provided 
funds to be used to purchase fitness equipment, situated at 
various points along the trail.

Ozark Mountain Lake

Resort & Community
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Jim Smith Society Meets in the Bay
In July 2013, the Jim Smith Society Fun Fest gathered in Fairfield 
Bay for four days of fun and sightseeing. The Society is an 
organization group of two thousand members throughout the 
United States, Australia and Canada, all of whom are named 
Jim Smith. They and their families come together once a year in 
various locations to renew friendships. 

First Annual Boati Gras
On the first Saturday in August, the first annual Boati Gras was 
held at the Fairfield Bay Marina. Residents decorated their boats 
in a Mardi Gras theme, and held a boat parade, to the delight 
of many spectators. There was Cajun food, music, and attendees 
danced the night away. Boati Gras would soon grow into one of 
the nine signature events that Fairfield Bay is known.

Idea Incubator Team Created
In September, 2013, the Idea Incubator Team was formed to 
continue the positive momentum that has been building in the 
Bay.  Residents were encouraged to submit ideas for festivals and 
events that they felt would draw people to the Bay, and provide 
everyone with newer, fun activities. One such project was to create 
a disc golf course, in conjunction with the trail that is being built 
from the Indian Thong Tree at Woodland Mead Park to Ed Leamon 
Park.  That idea came to fruition, and the course is now enjoyed 
by not only residents, but is also drawing outside attention from 
professional disc golfers. Ideas are steadily streaming in, and 
Fairfield Bay continues to grow.

Conference Center Reopens
After months of renovations, and thousands of volunteer work 
hours, the Our Towne Conference and Visitor Center finally 
opened its doors. The facility was truly a community effort, and is 
no doubt a main attraction in Fairfield Bay. Today, the renamed 
Fairfield Bay Conference and Visitor Center is an important piece 
in the efforts to build the Bay into a destination for corporate 
retreats and seminars, as well as a venue for weddings, parties, 
and community celebrations.

Two New Medical Offices 
Fairfield Bay was very fortunate in 2014, as two new medical 
offices opened in the Bay. Ozark Health Clinic moved into the 
building once occupied by the City and Community Club offices, 
and the Baptist Health Clinic moved into the Wyndham building. 
It is now easier for everyone to see a medical professional when 
necessary. 

New Disc Golf Course 
On Friday, May 23, 2014, Fairfield Bay residents were treated 
to the Grand Opening of the new 9-hole disc golf course at 
Woodland Mead Park. The theme for the evening, Disc-O Party in 
the Park, was a big hit, with disco music and residents showing 
their skills. The newest activity drew rave reviews and is sure to 
become one of the favorite attractions in the Bay.

Lynn Creek Crossing Complete
After months of construction, and Mother Nature wreaking havoc, 
the Lynn Creek crossing of West Cliff Road was opened, and was 
formally dedicated in a ceremony attended by Senator Mark Pryor 
on May 24, 2014. After the road was covered in water during 
the flood of 2008, plans were underway to raise the road and 
improve drainage in the area. Construction began in October, 
2013. Though originally planned to be complete in February 
2014, Mother Nature had other plans, as Fairfield Bay endured 
an unusually cold winter, complete with snow and ice. The end 
product was a road bed that now sits 8 feet higher, and the threat 
of the road being closed for flooding has been removed. 

Awards and Recognitions
Fairfield Bay was recognized for several statewide honors in 
2014. The City of Fairfield Bay won the 2014 City of Distinction 
for Outstanding Quality of Life, thanks in large part to the impact 
the newly remodeled Conference and Visitor Center made in the 
city. The Hippe Recycling Education Center won the Statewide 
Recycling Award as the best in Arkansas from the Arkansas 
Recycling Coalition. 

Wayfinder signs were placed on Highways 16 and 330 as well 
as throughout the city to direct tourists into the Bay and toward the 
many attractions and amenities in the area. The signs have been 
very successful as more people are discovering the Bay each year.

      3/13/2013 - Delta Regional Authority Grant awarded for Conference 

Center Infrastructure        5/4/2013 - Fairfield Bay Dog Park opened      

       5/14/2013 - Trail Grant received for Woodland Mead Park  

       6/12/2013 - Second Annual Surf the Bay held        7/17/2013 - Jim 

Smith Society met in Fairfield Bay          8/17/2013 - First Annual Boati Gras 

Festival  held         9/2013 - Idea Incubator Team created 

       5/23/2014 - Disc Golf Course dedicated, and  City and Community 

Club offices relocated to Indian Hills complex        5/24/2014 - Lynn Creek 

Crossing dedicated        9/30/2014 - Hippe Recycle Center received statewide 

recycling award        12/2014 - Fairfield Bay named 2014 City of Distinction 

for Quality of Life

2014
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Cool Pool Cafe Opens
On May 23, 2015, just 8 months after a devastating fire burned 
the iconic Racquet Club building, Fairfield Bay opened the doors 
to an enhanced Bay View pool area, and the Cool Pool Café; a 
fun, new, family friendly restaurant. Thanks to the hard work of 
many, the Cool Pool held its Grand Opening on July 29, 2015, 
bringing music, dancing, and laughter once more to one of the 
most recognized community attractions.

Signature Events
Fairfield Bay now hosts 9 signature events annually. Not only do 
the residents look forward to them each year, but visitors from 
across the country plan their vacations in order to attend the 
different festivals. The festivals include: Disc Golf Tournament in 
April, Bloomin’ in the Bay and new for 2016, Blues & BBQ in 
May, Surf the Bay Watersports Festival in June, 4th of July Parade 
and celebration, Boati Gras in August, Paddle Battle in September, 
BayFest, also in September, Oktoberfest, StoryFest and Festival of 
Trees in December. 

Veteran’s Barge Dedication
Dedicated in honor of our veterans, and built through the volunteer 
efforts of Fairfield Bay, the C.G. Bolden Veteran’s Barge was 
christened on August 9, 2015 at the Fairfield Bay Marina.  
Named for fallen World War 2 veteran C.G. Bolden of Clinton, 
the barge was christened in an emotional event by members of 
the Bolden family, along with a host of state and local dignitaries. 
A unique feature of this 32 foot by 40 foot vessel is a boom 
where a wheelchair bound, life jacketed person could be lifted off 
the barge and lowered into the water to enjoy the lake. Though 
created in honor of our veterans, it is open for use by all residents 
and visitors.

Fairfield Bay holds all its veterans in the highest regard. On July 
4, 2014, Fairfield Bay was designated a Purple Heart Community 
and area Purple Heart recipients were honored with a special 
ceremony. The Veteran’s Memorial Site, located adjacent to the 
Senior Center, honors those from all branches of the military who 
have served our country so selflessly.  Ceremonies are held each 
Memorial Day at the site, and veterans are honored with special 
seating.  And our fourth of July parade would not be complete 
without dozens of cars carrying local veterans through the streets 
of Fairfield Bay.

       3/18/2015 - Mall Beautification planned          5/23/2015 - Cool 

Pool and renovated Bay View Pool reopened        8/9/2015 -C.G. Bolden 

Memorial Veterans Barge christened         10/15/2015 - Newly remodeled 

Fairfield Lanes opened          12/2015 – Fairfield Bay awarded 2015 City of 

Distinction Award for Green Initiatives

2016 Henry Award Recipient 
On March 15, 2016, Fairfield Bay was honored during the 42nd 
Arkansas Governor’s Conference on Tourism by being awarded 
the prestigious Community Tourism Development Award, by 
achieving substantial success for their imaginative and innovation 
development efforts, resulting in creating a family recreation 
destination in the state of Arkansas. Arkansas tourism partners 
from across the state gathered at banquet, as all 2016 winners of 
the annual “Henry Awards” were recognized by Governor Asa 
Hutchinson. The Henry Awards, named for one of Arkansas’ first 
travelers Henri de Tonti, honor individuals and organizations that 
have made important contributions to the state’s tourism industry in 
the preceding year. 

50th Anniversary Celebrations
2016 marked the 50th anniversary of the founding of Fairfield 
Bay. When founders George Jacobus, Neil Simonson and C. 
Randolph Warner thought of establishing a city high in the Ozarks 
along the banks of Greers Ferry Lake, they could not have possibly 
known they would be creating a true hidden gem that would 
be thriving 50 years later, with only possibilities for more future 
growth. The possibilities were limitless, and in 2016, Fairfield Bay 
is celebrating at every turn. Beginning in April with a ceremony 
at the Conference and Visitor Center, Fairfield Bay will spend the 
entire year reveling in what has become of the three founders’ 
vision: a city that is strong in community pride, and one that we 
love to share with others. We look forward to 50 more fantastic 
years!

Future Growth
Tourism efforts have again made Fairfield Bay one of Arkansas’ 
most popular family recreation destinations. Our many new activity 
based amenities are attracting a whole new generation of visitors. 
Many of these visitors are choosing to make the Bay either a 
primary or secondary home. New homes are entering construction 
to meet the growing demand for property ownership in Fairfield 
Bay. The best is truly yet to come!

       3/15/2016 - Awarded the coveted Henry Award for Tourism     

        3/2016 - 24 new boat slips added at the Marina         4/23/2016 - 50th 

Anniversary Celebration held
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churches

The early days of Fairfield Bay were bright. Lots of growth 
and an influx of new residents and visitors made the Bay the 
place to be. Though times were great, sustaining the spiritual 
growth of its residents became a priority. So beginning 
in 1969, Fairfield Bay began building the foundations of 
multiple denominations for faithful congregants, thanks 
to land donations from the Fairfield Communities Land 
Company.Several of the first churches held services in the 
Civic Center until their respective permanent structures 
could be built. Together, the five churches in the Bay have 
grown through the years, welcoming the newest residents 
and visitors into the folds. In 2016, all five churches joined 
together to host an Easter sunrise service at Indian Rock 
Cave, reminiscent of similar services held in years past.

Fairfield Bay Methodist
In 1969, the 10 members of the First United Methodist 
Church held their first services at the (then) new marina. 
Through the years, the congregation grew, and several 
building expansions took place. In 2000, groundbreaking on 
the current sanctuary took place, adding 5500 square feet 
of meeting space, and providing one of the most popular 
landmarks of the city. Today, the church supports local and 
worldwide missions by hosting Monday soup lunches in the 
springtime.  The menu varies each week, but guests can be 
assured that their bellies will be full of yummy soup, and 
monies raised go to a great cause.

Kirk of the Hills Presbyterian
Formal organizational rites were held in 1969 on land 
set aside for the church to be built once funds became 
available. The first official organizational meeting was 
held on November 8, 1981, and construction of the new 
building was completed in 1984, becoming the 5th religious 
organization to build a permanent structure in Fairfield Bay.  
The Kirk of the Hills Men’s group is well known in the area 
for not only providing hot dogs and snacks for area events, 
but for their carpentry skills.  Volunteers spend countless 
hours each year repairing structures and building ramps for 
those in need.  

churches

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
The first Sunday after Easter 1970, weekly services began in 
the Bay. Over the next 5 years, services were held in a variety 
of locations including, the Wild Boar Restaurant, the Marina, 
the Civic Center and even under the trees in the Park. In 1975 
the Parish Council obtained approval from the Diocese to 
build the St. Francis of Assisi Church. The first Mass in the new 
church was held fittingly, on Easter Sunday 1976. Over the 
years, additions have included: a Rectory, the Grotto, the Parish 
Hall, a Columbarium, and in 2011 the Church was updated 
and expanded to accommodate a growing church family. The 
church supports many ministries, and each year, the Knights of 
Columbus host a Thanksgiving “Cash for Food” drive, benefiting 
area food pantries. 

Fairfield Bay Baptist
Established in 1972, the first services were held in the FFB 
Civic Center. One year later, the congregation acquired a 100 
member capacity trailer, and in 1975, began holding services 
there.The current location opened in 1977. Groundbreaking for 
the current sanctuary was in October, 1981, and the building 
was formally dedicated in November, 1982. Today, the 125 
members are active in both local and worldwide missions.  Each 
year, groups go to Honduras (medical) and Romania (youth) 
with funds raised during their annual July 4th Garage Sale. 
The Baby Basket Ministry is centered around providing new 
teen mothers in the area with baskets that include blankets and 
other items necessary in the care of the baby.  The members are 
proud to call Fairfield Bay home, and each year, a Christmas 
musical is presented, with everyone welcome to attend. 

Faith Lutheran
The church was formed October 4 1972, and welcomed its 
first permanent member in July, 1977. The church building was 
formally dedicated on April 29, 1979, and added a Fellowship 
Hall on November 25, 1984.  Faith Lutheran is active in 
numerous ministries, such as the Shirley Food Bank, the Food 
for Life, and Quilting for Overseas Missions.  The members aid 
families in disasters such as hurricanes or tornadoes, offer cash 
grants to those in need, and offer financial aid to Seminary 
students.  Faith Lutheran members are also known for aiding 
those in need in Fairfield Bay, such as building ramps as well as 
other projects too numerous to mention.  They are proud to call 
Fairfield Bay home.
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Lions
On September 11, 1969, the first organizational 
meeting for the Fairfield Bay Lions was held. 27 
prospective members attended. The Lions have 

made their home on Dave Creek Parkway since 1989 and have 
supported many local causes such as sponsoring the construction 
of the amphitheater in Woodland Mead Park sand upporting the 
annual Alzheimers Walk and the Fairfield Bay summer reading 
programs. They are the Charter Organization for the local Boy 
Scout program and were instrumental in establishing a recycling 
program here in the Bay. A highlight of the week for many is the 
pancake breakfast hosted in the Lion’s Den. Funds collected go 
to the club and ensure the great works of the club continue for 
generations to come.

Rotary
Founded in 1984, the Rotary Club of Fairfield Bay has 
been a big part of the community involvement that the 
city’s groups and residents are known for. Rotary has 

been a pace setter on numerous local, national and international 
charitable programs, from disaster assistance to its well-known 
scholarship program. Rotary members all have one thing: a 
love for Fairfield Bay and a deep desire to serve the community 
and its residents. Through the years, Rotarians built the arbor at 
Ed Leamon Park, provided smoke alarms for citizens in need, 
raised and distributed more than $7,000 for military families, 
and participated in an international student exchange program. 
In addition, the club has donated thousands of dollars to cities 
and towns around the world suffering from natural disasters. The 
annual golf tournament has become a staple in the area raising 
money for our college scholarships awarded each year. The first 
tournament, held in 1989, raised money for one scholarship. As of 
2015, almost $370,000 dollars has been raised and distributed 
to 258 students from ten area high schools.

American Legion
Fairfield Bay American Legion Post 333 has served 
our community by giving back to organizations that 
benefit the public as a whole and those who serve 

veterans and their families. The annual American Legion Golf 
Tournament as well as other fund raisers contribute to scholarships 
as well as local organizations that aid local veterans in need.

VFW4513
The Mission Statement for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars is “To foster camaraderie among United States 
veterans of overseas conflicts. To serve our veterans, 

the military and our communities. To advocate on behalf of all 
veterans.” The Local VFW Post 4513 does exactly that and offers 
our local veterans a place to get together, socialize and form 
bonds with fellow veterans. The post, established in Fairfield Bay 
in 1969, raise money for area veterans’ causes all year long with 
monthly meals and clothing drives. They contribute thousands of 
dollars to scholarships awarded each year to local students. In 
1994, the Fairfield Bay Ladies Auxilliary 4513 District Drill Team 
competed in Las Vegas winning their division. 

VFW Ladies Aux
Founded in 2012, the Auxilliary has been instrumental 
in raising funds and awareness for area veterans. 
They contributed funds for the C.G. Bolden Veteran’s 

Barge construction, stuffed and delivered stockings to hospitalized 
veterans and hosted several clothing drives during the year 
for veterans in need. The countless volunteer hours are truly 
appreciated by those in Fairfield Bay as we hold our local veterans 
in the highest esteem for their selfless commitment to protecting our 
freedoms. 

We would like to recognize all the groups in Fairfield Bay, who embrace 
the spirit of volunteerism and give back to the community with thousands 
of hours of hard work and dedication. Without these groups, Fairfield Bay 
would not be the shining star she is today.

More Clubs, Groups & Organizations
• Alzheimers/Dementia Caregivers Support Group • Animal Protection 
League • Audubon Society, Little Red River • Care Caps Connection 
• City of Fairfield Bay • Daughters of the American Revolution • Fairfield 
Bay Chamber of Commerce • Fairfield Bay Community Club • Fairfield Bay 
Community Education Center • Fairfield Bay Conference and Visitor Center 
• Fairfield Bay News • Fairfield Bay Police and Fire • Fairfield Bay Rescue 
Squad • Fairfield Bay Knights of Columbus • Fairfield Bay Library • Fairfield 
Bay Yacht Club  • Fairfield Bay Senior Center • Fuzzy Hearts Rescue • Happy 
Feet Dance Club • Hart Center • Hippe Recycle • Indian Hills Golf Course 
Golf Association • Indian Hills Golf Course Ladies Golf Association • IRV 
Health Care • LAFFS Fly-in • Laureate Alpha Lambda Sorority • North Central 
Arkansas Fine Arts and Education • Our Towne Theater Group • Outdoor 
Adventure Group • Ozark Health Medical Center Auxiliary • Questers, Davis 
Special Chapter 1193 • Questers, Indian Rock Chapter 869 • TOPS / KOPS 
• Van Buren County Master Gardeners • Wear & Share • Wood Carvers 
Unlimited • XI Gamma Kappa Sorority • Xi Gamma Tau Sorority • Zeta Sigma 
Sorority
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“As we look back on our heritage of the past 50 
years, what shines so brightly is this good life we 
have been given here in Fairfield Bay. Every day, 
we experience and share in the blessings of this 
beautiful community: the trees, the wildlife, the 
lake and most importantly each other. May the 
next 50 be even more glorious.”
                  ~Paul Wellenberger, Mayor

Celebrating OUR PAST Inspiring OUR FUTURE

If the past 50 years have taught us anything, we have learned 
that what the residents of Fairfield Bay can achieve is limitless. 
What started with the dream of three men has grown into a city 
that has become one of the most sought after tourist destinations in 
Arkansas, if not in the country. And we aren’t going to stop now! 
We are always looking for ways to improve the quality of life for 
our citizens, and we have great ideas. Plans currently in place for 
2016 include:

 • Improved sidewalks in the mall with added features
 
 • Identify a hotel investor and construct a facility that will   
  attract tourists as well as serve as a corporate desination

 • Continue to build new spec homes with the goal to   
  accomodate new neighbors in our city

 • Expand the Marina by adding new, larger boat stalls and  
  rental watercraft, and contract with a local vendor to include  
  boat sales and repairs

And our vision goes well past 2016. We are currently discussing 
plans to add pickle ball and bocce ball courts to the Tennis Facility. 
We also would like to add foot golf to our growing list of amenities 
for everyone to enjoy. In the hands and under the guidance of 
our 2035 Team, we look forward to a promising and prosperous 
future.
      
In 2018 and beyond, we plan to not only open a new hotel, we 
look to expand the economic development along the Highway 16 
corridor. We want to once again expand our Marina by adding 
a floating restaurant. And, as always, we look for new home 
construction to grow as more people discover that Fairfield Bay is 
their ideal place to Live the Good Life.
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